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We wonder whether you, Gandhi, always so distrustful
with regard to the industrialism of the West, are not, in
fact, now inclined to accept, along with a military training
for your people, the most pernicious consequence of this
industrialism, the new war. The Nehru Committee, has
it not already proposed an army., a naval fleet and an air
fleet for India? That is to say, by your last declaration
you encourage the introduction into your country of in-
dustrialized war, of war industries, of chemical, electro-
technical and even bacteriological war. Once launched
upon this path, there is no stopping. It is a question of all
or nothing.

Why not keep to the means the most efficacious for
Orientals, that is passive resistance, boycott and general
strikes? Even if these means fail, their consequence will
never be serious as those of modern war. For if a modern
war were successful, it would smite fatally the masses of
the people in the conquering States as in the conquered.
The militarist system is no longer a means of defence worthy
of confidence. But confidence in the deepest forces of man
himself is an inexhaustible source of energy which is proving
itself more and more efficacious in enabling one to stand
one's ground, as a man, a nation or a race. And if this
energy is not yet sufficiently developed, what better can
one do than arouse and strengthen it everywhere?

I am profoundly sorry to feel myself again obliged to
write you a letter concerning the question of war. I under-
stand how much your time and your energy are taken
up with the work which you devote to the education of your
people. But you have also become a world leader. The
most bigoted nationalists, the Bolshevists, the Fascists even,
are already using your reply to my letter against those
in all countries who frankly object to the so-called national
defence. You are at the same time sowing a pernicious hesi-
tation in the hearts of thousands of men and women, at
a moment when a single affirmative word on your part
might perhaps have gained them over definitely to our
cause.

It is of the greatest importance that, for the time
being, we should be able to count upon you for our war